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Four-lined plant bugs are tearing up in 
the home landscape this week. This 
true bug feeds on more than 250 
mostly herbaceous and small woody 
ornamental plants. Like Jack Reacher, 
they are alert, quick, and difficult to 
detect. 

Eggs of the four-lined plant bug 
overwinter in tender shoots and plant 
debris. After hatching, the nymphs 
begin feeding on succulent plant 
tissues by late-May. Adult four-lined 
plant bugs are small (3/16th of an 
inch) and yellow with 4 longitudinal 
stripes (good name) down their backs. 
The nymphs are smaller with black and 

yellow striped wing pads. 

In May and June, look in the canopies 
of susceptible plants for the bugs and 
their feeding symptoms. These insects 
are small and hard to find, so sweep 
net sampling is best for these elusive 
creatures. Four-lined plant bugs feed 
by sucking plant sap. Feeding results in 
clusters of brown to- black round 
spots. The spots may coalesce to 
distort or damage entire leaves. A few 
bugs will do considerable damage, but 
there are no reports of these critters 
killing any plants. Feeding stops by 
late-June and most plants will simply 
outgrow the damage, so treatments 
are usually unnecessary. 
 
If, however, the feeding damage is 
objectionable on a high value 
landscape, then there are a number of 
effective insecticide choices. Sweep 
the foliage beginning in May to detect 
the feeding insects. If emerging 
nymphs are detected, make 
applications of an insecticidal oil. If 
the canopy is dense, consider using a 
foliar absorbed material or use a soil 
drench with a systemic insecticide. 
The following materials are labeled for 
this pest: acetamiprid, bifenthrin, 
bifenthrin+imidacloprid, carbaryl, 
clothianidin, cyfluthrin, deltamethrin, 
horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, 
lambda-cyhalothrin, malathion, and 

permethrin. 

Many samples of Four-lined plant bug damage have been coming into our 
Monmouth County helpline this week, especially on tomatoes, herbs, and 
perennial flowers.  Although the damage is really just cosmetic and temporary, 
your clients will be alarmed to see their favorite plants (Johnson and Lyon says 
it feeds on over 250 plant species) with the tell tale spots on them.  Here’s 
some great information on this pest from the Rutgers Plant and Pest Advisory, 
written by Rich Buckley of the Rutgers Diagnostic Lab. 
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Four-lined plant bug nymph  

Piercing-sucking mouthpart of an adult 
four-lined plant bug  

Four-lined plant bug feeding injury.  
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Adult four-lined plant bug and feed-
ing damage  

Now You See Me, Now You Don’t— Rich Buckley 
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